MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT

Minutes of December 7, 2009

 5 Egbert Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 
A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Morris School District, of Morris County, New Jersey was held at 5 Egbert Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 07960 on Monday evening December 7, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.
Lisa Pollak, the Board President, called the meeting to order and made the following announcement:  The New Jersey Open Public Meeting Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this Act the Board of Education of the Morris School District in the County of Morris has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and place thereof posted.  The notice was mailed to the  Daily Record, the Star Ledger, and to those persons or entities requesting notification, filed with the municipal clerks of Morris Plains, Morristown and Morris Township, and posted at the Administration Center, 31 Hazel Street, Morristown, New Jersey. 

A special meeting of the Board of Education will be held Monday, December 7, 2009.  The purpose of the meeting is for a board retreat and any other matter which is properly brought before the board.  The meeting will open at 6:30 p.m. and is being held at 5 Egbert Ave. Morristown, New Jersey.
Action will be taken.
At the Roll Call, the following Board Members were present:  Mrs. Nancy Bangiola, Dr. Peter Gallerstein, Ms. Lynn Horowitz, Mrs. Teresa Murphy, Mrs. Ann Rhines, Dr. Angela Rieck, Mrs. Marie Fornaro, Vice-President and Ms. Lisa Pollak, President.  Ms. Sandra McNeil arrived at 7:40 p.m. & Mr. Christopher Gardner, Morris Plains Representative was absent. 
Also present were Dr. Thomas Ficarra, Superintendent; Ms. Linda Murphy, Principal of Morristown High School,  Dr. Karen Andre, Supervisor of Special Education and Ms. Kelly Harte, Principal of Hillcrest School.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING

HUMAN RESOURCE 
Motion #1
that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education 



authorize the approval of the Settlement Agreement with Employee #0168 as filed



with the School Business Administrator/School Board Secretary and the Board 



authorize the School Business Administrator to execute this agreement.

HUMAN RESOURCES (Motion #1)
Moved by Dr. Rieck, seconded by Ms. Horowitz

AYES:
Mrs. Bangiola, Mrs. Fornaro, Dr. Gallerstein, Ms. Horowitz, Mrs. Murphy, Ms. Pollak, Mrs. Rhines, Dr. Rieck

NOES:

None
ABSENT:
Mr. Gardner & Ms. McNeil who had not yet arrived
DISCUSSION PORTION OF MEETING

Discussion this evening focused on:

“CODE OF CONDUCT”

The consensus of the Board was that the High School Administration can move forward with the “Code of Conduct” as submitted December 7, 2009.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT INITIATIVE

This is a P-3 Initiative (Pre-school – 3rd grade).
   The Association for the Children of New Jersey Advocacy Group (ACNJ) championed certification     

   of P-3 teachers in the state of New Jersey.

Morris School District is one of 3 schools in the state to have been selected to receive grants to support P-3 development in their districts.
Morris School District’s primary p-3 need is in “Family Engagement” area.



Karen Andre and Kelly Harte led a discussion about this process.
COMMUNITY BASED NEEDS ANALYSIS TO DEVELOP DISTRICT STRATEGIC PLAN
Dr. Ficarra led a discussion on revisiting the 2004 strategic planning study from Clarus Consulting Group, LLC.

Clarus Consulting will be invited to meet with the board.

ADJOURNMENT (10:00 p.m.)

Moved by Dr. Rieck, seconded by Ms. Pollak

AYES:
Mrs. Bangiola, Mrs. Fornaro, Dr. Gallerstein, Ms. Horowitz, Ms. McNeil, Mrs. Murphy, Ms. Pollak, Mrs. Rhines, Dr. Rieck

NOES:

None

ABSENT:
Mr. Gardner








Respectfully Submitted









Teresa Murphy

