MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
INTERDISTRICT SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
Frequently Asked Questions
What is New Jersey’s Interdistrict School Choice program?

New Jersey’s Interdistrict School Choice program is designed to expand educational opportunities for students and their families by providing the option for students to attend a public outside their district of residence. The Morris School District has been identified by the NJ Department of Education as a “”Choice District.”  As such, students from other school districts may apply to attend school in the Morris School District at no cost to the students’ families. 

What grades are included in Morris School District’s Interdistrict Choice Program?
Students in grades K-12 are eligible to participate in the Morris School District program.
What do I need to do if I am interested in participating in the Interdistrict Choice Program in the Morris School District?
· First, you must notify your home district by November 1st of your intention to participate in the School Choice Program. Your home district is the district that serves the community in which you live.  
· You will be notified by your home district by November 22nd regarding your ability to participate in the School Choice Program.   
· If approved by your home district, submit an application for enrollment to the Morris School District.  This application must be received by the Morris School District by December 1st.  Attach a copy of your home district’s notice of approval for your child to participate in the choice program to the application form.  
· An Application for Transportation form must also be submitted as part of the application process.

· You will receive a notice of acceptance or rejection from the Morris School District by January 4th, 2012.
· If your child has been accepted as a Choice student, complete the notice of intent to enroll.  The Notice of Intent to Enroll must be received by the Morris School District by January 14th.
Will my child receive transportation to and from school?

Transportation or transportation aid will be provided to students living within a 20-mile radius of the choice school. For questions regarding transportation for Choice students, contact the home/resident school district.
If a student’s home district has given approval for the student to participate in the Choice Program, must the Choice district accept that student? 
School districts may turn down students if they can not provide the special education program required by a student or if the student has a history of serious disciplinary problems. In addition, Choice schools establish the number of places available in each grade for choice students. As long as there are enrollment openings, all applications are reviewed on an individual basis. If more students apply for the choice program than there are spaces available, the Choice District will maintain a waiting list.  
How will the district support sibling attendance?

Priority is given to siblings during the selection process.
Additional information about New Jersey’s Interdistrict Choice Program is available on the NJ Department of Education Website, www.state.nj.us/education/choice.

For additional information or questions about the Morris School District Interdistrict Choice Program, please call 973-292-2300 ext. 2111 or email: joseph.schmidt@msdk12.net.

